The Hong Kong Polytechnic University

Subject Description Form

Please read the notes at the end of the table carefully before completing the form.

Co-requisite/

Subject Code APSS342

Subject Title Contemporary Chinese Society
Credit Value 3

Level 3

Pre-requisite / Nil

Exclusion
Assessment
Methods 100% Continuous Assessment | Individual Assessment | Group Assessment
Participation in round table -- 25%
discussion
Term Paper 50% --
Term End Quiz 25% --
The grade is calculated according to the percentage assigned.
Students must pass all the components stated above if they are to be considered as
passing the subjects.
Objectives The subject aims to enable students to get acquainted with the development of

Modern China in respect to her social and political ups and downs in the 20"
century, and to assess the impact of such on the normative foundation of
contemporary Chinese on the one hand, and to comprehend those factors that
may foster or constrain the future development of the People’s Republic of
China on the other.

Intended Learning
Outcomes

(Note 1)

Upon completion of the subject, students will be able to:

1. grasp the socio-political development of Modern China since the turn of
the last century and its impact on the formation of People’s Republic of
China;

2. gain an overview of the social and political issues in the course of
modernization of Communist China between 1949 and 1978; and

3. come to terms with the dilemmas and potentials of social, political and
cultural changes of Mainland China since the Post-Mao era as set against
the above two contextual backgrounds.
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Subject Synopsis/
Indicative Syllabus

(Note 2)

China in Retrospect

- Socio-political factors leading to the emergence of PRC

- Causes and consequences of various movements in 1950s and 1960s

- The impact of the Cultural revolution on the development of the country

China in Reform
- Political and Social dilemmas of the reform era
- Economic and cultural clashes since China’s re-opening

China in Future

- Understanding the changes of cultural values and social norms of
contemporary Chinese lives

- Exploring the political relationship between PRC and Taiwan

- China entering the global and digital world: its impact on the socio-
cultural side of the society

Teaching/Learning
Methodology

(Note 3)

In addition to the delivery of lectures, local TV documentaries on related
topics, as well as Chinese films, will be frequently used as supplementary
teaching / learning materials. Online news is a must in supporting ad-hoc
discussions of topics related to the curriculum. The students will be assessed
by the way how they prepare and participate in the round-table discussion
(such as accuracy of grasping core themes of reference materials, logic of
argument, on-spot participation). In addition, each of them will be
individually assessed by assignments in the form of term-end paper and quiz.

Assessment
Methods in
Alignment with
Intended Learning
Outcomes

(Note 4)

Intended subject learning outcomes to be
assessed (Please tick as appropriate)

Specific assessment %
methods/tasks weighting

a b c d e

Participation in round 25 % v 4 v

table discussion

Term paper 50 % v v v

Term End Quiz 25 % v v v

Total 100 %

Explanation of the appropriateness of the assessment methods in assessing the
intended learning outcomes:

The subject is intended to bring the students to close examination of the
contemporary socio-cultural and socio-political contents of China set against
its historical backdrop, and so discussion among students on the one hand, and
space for selecting interested topic for long essay discussion on the other,
could facilitate better learning outcomes. The ‘round-table discussion’ and
‘term paper topic’ are being selected by students, and term end quiz is an open-
book assessment: the whole logic behind is not of memorizing terms and
events, but going behind facts and views to generate one’s stand on
understanding contemporary Chinese society.
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Student Study Class contact:

Effort Required
= Lecture 27 Hrs.
*= Seminar 9 Hrs.
Other student study effort:
* Preparation for round-table discussion 30 Hrs.
»  Quiz preparation and term paper writing 60 Hrs.
Total student study effort 126 Hrs.
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Note 1: Intended Learning Qutcomes
Intended learning outcomes should state what students should be able to do or attain upon completion of the
subject. Subject outcomes are expected to contribute to the attainment of the overall programme outcomes.

Note 2: Subject Synopsis/ Indicative Syllabus
The syllabus should adequately address the intended learning outcomes. At the same time over-crowding of the
syllabus should be avoided.

Note 3: Teaching/Learning Methodology
This section should include a brief description of the teaching and learning methods to be employed to facilitate
learning, and a justification of how the methods are aligned with the intended learning outcomes of the subject.

Note 4. Assessment Method

This section should include the assessment method(s) to be used and its relative weighting, and indicate which of
the subject intended learning outcomes that each method purports to assess. It should also provide a brief
explanation of the appropriateness of the assessment methods in assessing the intended learning outcomes.
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